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Wilder Ridge Shaded Fuel Break
Between unities of Whitethorn and Honeydew, Humbaldt County, California
15 miles b total along the Ettershurg / Wilder Ridge Road

Grant for the “Telegraph & Wilder Ridge Shaded Fuelbreak” project.

Treatment of Structure Ignitability

The Humboldt-Del Norte Unit contains many communities that are threatened with
potential loss of life and property due to wildfires. These and many other communities in
California are subject to threats from wildfire, yet thousands of homes continue to be
constructed every year that are not safe for fire prone areas.

Due to major wildfires that have occurred in California, various statues and regulations
have been enacted to combat the ever-increasing threats to lives and property due to
wildfire. Laws have been enacted to govern fire safety in regards to vegetation
management, land use and more. However, aside from fire retardant roofing
requirements, little had been accomplished at the state in regards to adoption of “Fire
Safe” building standards for homes and other structures.

With passing of Assembly Bill 1216 in January 2005, the California State Fire Marshall
(SFM) was given statutory authority to expand fire safety building standards in areas with
high fire risk to include components such as: roofs, exterior walls, attic eave vents,
windows and structure projections including porches, decks, balconies, and eaves.

(see PRC 4291 & Gov. Code 51189 on page 49 that apply to this law)

This law will reduce the spread of fire to and from structures and will save lives,
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minimize property loss, and protect the environment.
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A Quick
Checklis

Following these simple steps can
dramatically increase the chance of your
hame suniving a wildfirel

[ Creste a DEFENSIBLE SPACE of 100'
around your home. The are closest i
your home is the most important.

[ Ty to get 1010 15 feel of spacing, both
vertically and horizontally between
shrubs, large plants, and tres. If you
fave 4 fook high brush Lndemesth larger
trees with limbs, limb up the ree af least
14 feet. This eliminates the "el ladder”
1o the tops of rees. Breaks like this in
the vegetation help to slow down an
achancing fire.and gives frefighters a
fighting chance.

[ Planyour indscape to eliminate a
cortinucus path of vegetation. Do not
ave any combusti fuel within three
feet of your home.

D For landscaping purposes, use of
Irrigated fire resisiant plarts is
encolraged. Green L, rock, store,
and okher materials can be used lo create
an attractive and fire safie landscape.

[ Clear all vegetation and other flammable
‘materials from beneath your deck.
Enclose undersides of elevated decks
‘with fire resistant building mater als, or
wilh screen meshwith cpenings no
greater than Vo inch

[ Keeptrees rimmed at kst 16 from your
chimney andtrim all dead limbs hanging
Ver your house of garage.

[ Clean al needles and leaves from the
ricof, eaves, and fain quREs

[ Maintain your landscaping with requiar
‘walering and weeding to keep it fire safe.

More than 1,700 structures are
destroyed by wildfire each year just
within CDF’s jurisdiction. Don't
become a statisiic...

Be Fire Safe, California!



Public Resources Code 4291

(g) Prior to constructing a new building or structure or rebuilding a building or structure
damaged by a fire in such an area, the consfruction or rebuilding of which requires a
puilding permit. the owner shall obtain a certification from the local building official that
the dwelling or structure, as proposed to be built, complies with all applicable state and
Iocal building standards, including those described in subdivision (b) of Section 51189 of
the Government Code, and shall provide a copy of the certification, upon request, to the
insurer providing course of construction insurance coverage for the building or structure.
Upon completion of the construction or rebuilding, the owner shall obtain from the local
building official. a copy of the final inspection report that demonsirates that the dweling
or structure was constructed in compliance with all applicable state and local building
standards. including those described In subdivision () or Secuon 31189 or the
Covernment Code, and shall provide a copy of the report, upoen request, to the property
Insurance carrier that nsures the dwelling or structure.

Government Code 51188

(a) The Legislature finds and declares that space and structure defensibility is essential
to effective fire prevention. This defensibility extends beyond the vegetation
management practice required by this chapter, and includes, bul is not limilted to,
measures that increase the likelihood of a structure to withstand infrusion by fire, such
as building design and construction reguirements that use fire resistant building
materials, and provide protection of structure projections, including, but not limited to,
porches, decks, balconies and eaves, and structure openings, including, but not limited
to, attic and eave vents and windows.

(D) Mo later than January 1, 20035, the Stale Fire Marshal, in consultation with the
Director of Forestry and Fire Protection and the Director of Housing and Community
Development, shall, pursuant o Seclion 18230 of the Health and salety Code,
recommend building standards that provide for comprehensive space and structure
defensibility to protect structures from fires spreading from adjacent structures or
vegetation and vegetation from fires spreading from adjacent structures.
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Cooks Valley area
Humboldt / Mendocino
County line on the Hwy 101 corridor.

Information drawn from a variety of sources is included in the following pages to help  educate the

public as to what they can do to help mitigate potential problems associated with living in the
Wildland Urban Interface (WUI).
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What is Pre-Fire Management?

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Since 1923, more than 15,000 homes and other structures have been damaged or
destroyed by wildfires in California. By placing the emphasis on what needs to be done long
before a fire starts, Pre-Fire Management actfions can reduce property losses, fire ﬁghting costs,
increase f‘iref‘ighier safety__ and contribute to ecosystem health.

Prefire activities such as c|ec|ring a defensible space, putting in and maintaining fire safe
fcrndscapr'ng, uti|izing presc:ribed fire, creating fuel breaks, and practicing forest management are
proven methods of rec:!ucing wildfire destruction.

In 2003, over 3,700 homes were destroyed by wildfires in Southern California
alone. Prefire Management is a term all Califernian’s |iving in a wildland setting need to know.

Defensible Space

When you remove flammable vegetation and create

a fire safe |andscape of at lzast 100 feet, you create

a “defensible space” - an area that will he p profect
our home and provide a scufeiy zone for the

irefighrers who are I:)ctlﬂing the flames.

This defensible space around your home and other
structures will nol oniy plovide you with the grealesl
chance for survival, it is also requirecl by California
law (PRC 4291). Check with your local fire
deparimenl for defensible space requirements in
your area.

While the fire burned all around, defensible space,
gave firefighters the chance to save this home.,

Fire Safe Landscaping
Defensible space does not mean
bare dirt. Fire safe landscaping
around your home and other
structures means:

Using fire resistant p|c1nis with
native species and green lawn;

Spocing trees and shrubs at least
10 feet apart;

Removing lower tree branches
within six feet of the ground; and

Maintaining your |cmc|sc:c:|ping with
reqular watering and weeding.
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Prescribed Fires/Vegetation
Management Program (VMP)

The use of “prescribed” or intentionally set fire under
controlled circumstances, can remove unheahhy and
clongerous|y overgrown vegetation before a wildfire

strikes. Preseribed fire projects reduce the risk of |arge

dnmnging wildfires while improving the growing
conditions of native p|cunis and wildlife.

The CDF Vegetation Management Program (VMP) is a
c.osl—shcnring program with landowners that focuses on
the use of prescribed fire, and mechanical means, for

addressing wildland fire fuel hazards and other
resource management issues on State Responsibi“ty

Area (SRA) lands.

Fuel Breaks

Fuel breaks are wide strips of land on which trees
and vegetation have been si nificanﬂy, and in
some cases permanenlly, recﬁ:ced or removed.,
T|1ey may alse be |arge greenbeh areas built inte
communities. These areas can slow, and even stop,
the spread of a wildland fire because ihey provide
fewer fuels to carry the Hames. They also provide
Firefighiers with sa}(e zones to lake a stan against
a wildfire, or retreat from flamss if the need arises.

Forest Management

without killing the trees.

A VMP burn removes the dense underbrush

The varving
pattern, and
vegelation left
throughout this
fuel break,
serves to blend
better with the
environment
and maintains
wildlife
habitat.

Unthinned, unmanaged, densely acked forested and vegeicned areas prcvide omple fuel for
flames to spraad. Wall—rnanage forests and wildland areas reduce fire hazard, improve

forest health, wildlife habitat, and watershed rescurces.

This is an un-
thinned forest.
The trees are
densely packed.
If flames pet
into this area
they will rasily
spread from tree §
to tree.

Januvary 1, 2005

This is that same
area of forest after a

\ wildfire burned
4 through. Note the

trees in the stand
that have been
completely scorched.

y If this forest had

been managed
through selective
thinning many more
trees would be left
with their foliage.

100 YEARS OF CDF
arstaiig e Ly Besrmg S A

www.fire.ca.gov
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